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PREVIOUSLY IN SPAWN 


Jim learns more about his costume’s 
origins and questions the motives 
of the Violator. Aggravated, Violator 
leaves to find “another” in the alley, 
leading to a staged confrontation 
with Clown. Clown emerges as the 
victor of the bogus battle, and poses 
as Jim’s ally. He abruptly leaves the 
alley leaving Jim more confused 
than he was before. 


The Virginian detectives try to 
pinpoint connections in the suicide 
case of estate lawyer, Bill Winston, 
but keep hitting a roadblock in New 
York City. 


Meanwhile, detectives Sam and 
Twitch follow up on another possible 
connection to the Nortego gang. 
An unexpected run-in with Clown 
leads to a tiring foot race for Sam 
and a desired trip to jail for Clown. 
Once in jail, Clown finds Claudio, 
and delivers a message to him loud 
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... MY CONTACTS AT 
THE POLICE FORCE SAY 
THEY’RE GOING TO TURN 
OVER A FEW MORE ROCKS 
BEFORE THEY CAN PUT 
THIS CASE TO BED. 


HE SAID THEY’RE 
GETTING CAUGHT IN A 
BUNCH OF POLITICAL GARBAGE. 
THE MAYOR'S OFFICE IS GETTING 
ATON OF CALLS FROM POTEN- 
TIAL VOTERS WANTING TO KNOW 
IF ST. ANTHONY’S WAS AN 
ACCIDENT OR AN ORGANIZED 
TERRORIST ATTACK. 


I TOLD YOU WE 
SHOULD HAVE GOTTEN 
RID OF THAT GUY A LONG 
TIME AGO! BUT NO ONE 
WANTED TO LISTEN TO 
ME, DID THEY? 


NT © POLICE. 
ABLE TO POLITICIANS. 
SWEEP THE MEDIA. 


THEY’RE ALL 
POKING THEIR HEADS 
INTO IT RIGHT NOW. 


WE DON'T NEED 
A BUNCH OF GOODIE 
TWO-SHOES SNOOPING 
INTO OUR BUSINESS. 
BESIDES, I'VE GOT 
ENOUGH QUESTIONS 
MYSELF. 


BUT NONE 
OF THEM IS AS 
BIG A PROBLEM 

AS FINDING 

PATIENT 47. 


Yr WE DON’T 

EVEN KNOW 
WHAT HE’LL 
REMEMBER-- 





WE MY 
DON'T CONCERN | i | 

LISTEN TO RIGHT NOW IS Hii ij I UNDER- 
YOU, LOUIE, MORE OF THE J —WN a 7 STAND WE NEED 
‘CUZ YOU'RE BIGGER PICTURE. ) , TO GET HIM BACK, 
TOO DAMN I’M CONCERNED {e) . BUT WHO THE HELL 
EMOTIONAL! ABOUT PROTECT- 2 , TORCHED OUR 
NOW TAKE A ING OUR ENTIRE | BUILDING IN THE 

BREATHER OPERATION. ; : FIRST PLACE?* 

NOT JUST ONE | 
PART THAT'S 











} rs 


* See issue 189--Todd 


SO THE 
MORE IMPORTANT 
QUESTION IS WHO 
DOES SOMETHING 

LIKE THAT 


WE'VE SPENT 
TOO MANY YEARS 
BUILDING THIS UP TO 
GET WHERE WE 
ARE. AND NOW 
SOMEONE'S TRYING 
TO TAKE THAT. 


> 
THIS WAS 
AN ACT OF WAR 
AGAINST US. 

ATTACKING ONE OF 
OUR STRONGHOLDS. 

WIPING OUT AN 

=f Hy _— ENTIRE CREW, LIKE 
SURE THE . . THEY WERE 


CONTIN 3 ' 
H DOING IT Ss ff = - » NOTHING. * 


WE GIVE THEM 
A REASON q 
NOT TO. 





* See issue 188--Todd 


PARDON MY 
INTERRUPTION, SIR, 

BUT I TOO HAVE TAKEN THE 
LIBERTY OF DISPATCHING 
SOME OF MY OWN MEN. AS I 
WAS PULLING UP TO THE HOUSE 
I RECEIVED WORD ONE OF 
THEM IS COMING HERE WITH 
SOME VERY VALUABLE - 

INFORMATION. 


HOPEFULLY, 

YOU DON’T MIND ME 
TAKING SUCH A BOLD 
MOVE IN THESE 
MATTERS. 


EVENING, 
GENTLEMEN. 
PLEASE, DON’T GET 
UP. REALLY. STAY 
WHERE YOU ARE. 
I'M ONLY GOING TO 
NEED ABOUT FIVE 
MINUTES OF 
YOUR TIME. 


I DIDN'T CALL 
YOU HERE TO BICKER 
AMONGST YOURSELVES. 

I CALLED YOU SO WE 
COULD PLAN. SO WE 
COULD FORM A STRATEGY 
FOR HOW TO REACT TO THIS 
NEW THREAT. MOST OF MY 
BEST MEN HAVE ALREADY 
BEEN MOBILIZED TRYING TO 
FIND THE CONNECTION 
BETWEEN THE TWO 
ATTACKS. 


I'VE HEARD 
ENOUGH. 


AS WELL AS 
TRYING TO FIND 
THE WHEREABOUTS 
OF OUR MISSING 
‘PATIENT’. 


I JUST 
THOUGHT IT 
WOULD BE IN OU 
BEST INTEREST IF 
WE WERE TO TRY 
AND POOL OUR 
RESOURCES. 


WE'RE 
ALL ANXIOUS TO 
SORT THIS OUT, 
TOMMY. SO WHATEVER 
WE HAVE TO DO TO PUT 
A LID ON THIS THE 
WE'LL DO. I’M ALL 
FOR EFFICIENCY. 


WHEN 
ARE YOU 
EXPECTING 
YOUR BOY 
TOs 





WHATS “\™ 
YOUR NAME, J / / 
Ss f 


{ TALKING ro A 
\ YOU! I ASKED 
HIM. 


SAID, IT’S WELL 
GILBERT THEN GILBERT, J 
SANCHEZ. IF I WERE YOU, 
I'D BE VERY 
CAREFUL HOW I 
CONDUCTED 
MYSELF IN 
THE NEXT FEW 
MINUTES. 


7” AND WHAT 
TARGET MIGHT 
THAT BE? 


I BELIEVE YOU LIKE 
TO REFER TO HIM AS ‘PATIENT 
47’. THOUGH, THESE DAYS, 
HE GOES BY THE NAME OF 
JIM DOWNING. 


SEEMS HE GOT BOUNCED 
AROUND A FEW HOSPITALS 
AFTER ST. ANTHONY’S BOMBING. WE’D 
HAVE FOUND HIM SOONER BUT SINCE 
THERE AREN’TANY MEANINGFUL 
RECORDS OF HIS EXISTENCE, MEDICAL 
NOR OTHERWISE, THE HOSPITAL 
PERSONNEL WE SPOKE WITH WERE 
JUST AS BAFFLED AS WE 
WERE AT FIRST. 


IMAGINE ALL 
THE CONFUSION 
TH 


wi 
READ ABOUT IT IN 
THE PAPERS. 


INSTEAD, 


; MY 
APOLOGIES. W I’M HERE 


I MEANT NO TO TELL YOU 
DISRESPECT, THAT I'VE 
MR SUCCESSFULLY 


. NORTEGO. A\ LOCATED YOUR 
i 


| TARGET. 


CHRIST, 
LOUIE, HE’S 
EVEN COCKIER 
THAN YOU 
ARE. 





BUT 
LONG ONE OF THE NURSES 


THAT USED TO BABY SIT HIM 

STORY Y AT ST. ANTHONY'S TOOK HIM HOME 

SHORT, WITH HER. SO FAR SHE ISN’T SAYING 
WE MUCH, BUT WHEN WE PAID HER A 

FOUND VISIT, THIS JIM DOWNING GUY COMES 
THE TO HER RESCUE AND ROUGHS UP 
GUY. ONE OF MY GUYS A BIT.* 


MY GUY DID SAY vy 


THOUGH THAT DOWNING IS 
MESSED UP SOMEHOW. HIS EYES 
WERE ALL CRAZY-LIKE AND STUFF. 

HE EVEN SAID HE WAS COMING 
AFTER ME AND WHOEVER I 
WORKED FOR. 


BEEN WAITING FOR = 
HIM TO MAKE HIS MOVE, BUT 
SO FAR NOTHING. JUST ACTING 


Ea I GUESS. } : 


(= eC 
aX 


WELL... 
um... 
WE'VE LOST 
TRACK OF 
HIM AT THIS 
MOMENT. 
BUT HE‘LL BE 
BACK AT THE 
NURSE’S 
PLACE FOR 
SURE. 


so 
YOU DON'T 
KNOW 


LIKE I 
mB SAID, NOTAT 
® THIS EXACT 
MOMENT. 


WHO ELSE 
KNOWS WE 
REFER TO HIM AS 

s PATIENT 47°? 





LOOK, 
GENTLEMEN, 
I CAN ASSURE 
YOU THAT WHEN- 
EVER YOU NEED US 
TO PICK HIM UP, 
WE'LL BE ABLE 
TO DELIVER 
M 


STOP 
SQUIRMING, 
KID. THIS WON'T 
TAKE LONG. 








HOW DARE 
ANY OF YOU 
ENTRUST OUR 
SECRETS TO RANK 
AMATEURS! OUR 
LIVELIHOODS ARE AT 
STAKE AND YOU’RE 
SENDING BOYS TO 
DO MENS’ 


TLL CALL 
YOU IF YOU'RE 
NEEDED. IN THE 
MEANTIME, I WANT 
TO KNOW WHO 
THE HELL 
ATTACKED MY 
BUILDINGS ?! 


NORTEGO. 





GIVE ME 
WHATEVER YOU 
HAVE ON TAP. 


DOMESTIC 
OR IMPORT? 


DOMESTIC 
WILL BE FINE, 
THANKS. 


I’M ALSO 
WONDERING IF YOU 
MIGHT HELP ME OUT? IM 
LOOKING FOR A GUY 
NAMED SANCHEZ. HEARD 
HE SPENDS A LOT OF 
TIME HERE. 


ASKING? 


WE'RE GETTING 
READY TO CLOSE UP 
FOR THE NIGHT. SO YOU’VE 
ONLY GOT ABOUT TEN 
MINUTES OR SO. 


DON’T MEAN 
TO RUSH YOU, 
BUT IT’S BEEN A 

LONG DAY. 


INFORMATION 
ABOUT A GUY 
NAMED JIM 

» DOWNING. 





SANCHEZ 
ISN’T HERE. 
HASN'T BEEN 
ALL DAY. 
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THE BACK 
ENTRANCE TO 
AN ALLEY. HOW 
ORIGINAL. 


YOU GOT 


SOME GODDAMN = 


DEATH WISH OR 
SOMETHING? 


, YOU RIGHT 


HERE?! 





woo 
con 
Zoo 
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YOU NEED Y 
TO SPEAK 
LOUDER. 


ANDO IF THEY 
GET ANY WARNING 
WHATSOEVER -- 
IM COMING BACK. 
FOR YOu. AND 
NEXT TIME I'LL TAKE 
BOTH YOUR EYES 





/ WHATEVER 
YOU NEED TO. 


IS THAT 


WELL, LET 
ME _TELLYOU 
SOMETHING YOU ¥ 
PECKERHEAD, YOU 
CAN poet ae q 


y THATFATGUY 

IN THE MAKE-UP 
AND ANOTHER [S58 
PRISONER HAVE [X_\) 


DISAPPEARED. 


“WHAT DO 
YOU MEAN 
DISAPPEARED? 4) 


GET 
ME THE LY 
GODDAMN \agg 
SECURITY [MM 
\ TAPES. 

NOW! 








ANY LUCK ON 
DETECTIVE ANY OF THOSE 
ROWAND LANDED. NAMES YOU WERE 
SPEAKING. GOING TO RUN 














TOO BAD, 

I WAS HOPING 
ONE OF THEM 
WOULD GIVE 
US SOME KIND 
OF LEAD. 


WHAT DO I DO NOW? 
CROSS MY FINGERS AND 
HOPE I TRIP OVER SOMETHING 
REAL SOON. I HAD ANOTHER THREE 
MESSAGES WAITING ON MY PHONE, 


WHEN I GOT OFF THE PLANE, FROM 
THE MAYOR’‘S OFFICE. MY GUESS 
IS WE HAVE ABOUT ANOTHER WEEK 
ON THIS AND THEN SOMEONE’S 
GOING TO PULL THIS OUT 
FROM UNDER US. 


I’M TELLING 
YOU, LINDA, WHO- 
EVER THIS WINSTON 

GUY WAS, HE SURE AS 
HELL HAD SOMEONE 
PROTECTING HIM. WHAT 
ABOUT THE BULLET 
CASING? BALLISTICS 
REPORT COME 
BACK YET? 


THAT'S RIGHT. 
JUST ONE CHAMBER 
WAS LINED WITH IT. NO 


NOTHING OUT OF 
THE ORDINARY, REALLY. IT’S AN 
OBSCURE CASING, BUT IF YOU KNOW 
WHERE TO LOOK YOU CAN FIND THEM. 
IM RUNNING A LIST OF MANUFACTURERS 
AND RETAILERS IN THE STATE THAT 
MIGHT HAVE HAD THEM. 


BUT WITH THE TIME- 
TABLE YOU JUST GAVE, I 
DON’T KNOW IF THAT’S THE 
BEST USE OF OUR TIME. 
THERE IS ONE AND HERE'S THE 
THING THAT CAME WEIRD THING, BEFORE YOU 
BACK ON THE REPORT, ASK--THEY DON’T KNOW WHAT 
THOUGH. WHEN THEY KIND OF METAL IT IS. NOT 
TOOK THE GUN APART, BECAUSE THEY CAN’T CATALOGUE 
THEY SAID ONE OF IT, BUT BECAUSE, ACCORDING TO 
THE CHAMBERS WAS THEM, THIS METAL DOESN’T 
LINED WITH A SPECIAL EVEN EXIST. 
TYPE OF METAL. 
AND I DON’T MEAN 
IN THE STATE OR COUNTRY. 
THEY’RE SAYING IT DOESN’T 
EXIST ON THE PLANET. 





OTHER TRACES OF IT ANY- 
WHERE ELSE. I’M JUST 


SU HEADING INTO A MEETING 


ABOUT IT SO I NEED 
TO RUN. IT'LL CALL S 
YOU LATER. : 


AND CRAIG-- 
YOU TAKE CARE 
OF YOURSELF. 
YOU HEAR...? 


y HERE'S © 
TISSUE! 
YOU'RE . ; 
DRIVING [ial Ss alc 
ME a =, ia ein Ao 7—1 Tie a 
YZ fei soPal 
Ren raha: ere 


KNOW WHY 
YOU JUST DON’T h 
GO HOME! BOSS I KNOW. BUT 
DON'T GIVE A I’M TRYING TO 
CRAP THAT PIECE SOMETHING 
YOU'RE STILL TOGETHER. 
HERE. 


YEAH, YEAH, 
YOU EADY TOLD 
ME. YOUR “MIRACLE 
MAN” STORY. HOW’S 

THAT GOING? 








YOU KNOW 
DeLEON THINKS YOU'RE 
A FREAK BECAUSE OF THAT? 
HEARD HIM SAY YOUR NAME 
AND “LOCH NESS MONSTER” 
IN THE SAME SENTENCE. ALL 
YOUR MONTHS OF ASS- 
KISSING JUST WENT OUT 
THE DOOR. 


SORRY, I CAN’T 
BE MORE NORMAL LIKE 
YOU AND 
COME TO WORK DRESSED 
LIKE A SATURDAY 
MORNING NINJA. 





SERIOUSLY 
THOUGH-- YOU 
GOT ANY REAL 

LEADS? 


YOU'RE JUST 
JEALOUS. IT’S 
NATURAL. MOST 
PEOPLE ‘ROUND 


HERE ARE. ACTUALLY 


I DO. 


MY GIRL- 
FRIEND TOLD ME 
THAT I SHOULD 

BRIBE A FEW OF THE 
ATTENDANTS. 


I FOUND ¥ > 
SS ITAGA PAUEN TS 


= A/ CURED FOR 
\ Y NO APPARENT by 
REASON. THIS 
TIME ATA 
DIFFERENT 
HOSPITAL. 


GIVE ME ONE 
OF THEM 
‘CUBICLE 
SALUTES.’ 


BUT I'VE 
BEEN ABLE TO 
DETERMINE, BY 

DESCRIPTIONS I'VE 
BEEN GIVEN, THAT 
ONE MALE PATIENT 
WAS ATALL THREE 
HOSPITALS AND 
WAS IN BOTH OF 
THE ‘CURE 


AND BOTH 
RECEIVED 
PATIENTS 
FROM THE ST. 
ANTHONY’S 


a” | “ae 


DON’T KNOW. 
HAVEN'T GOT A 
NAME YET. DIDN’T 
HAVE THAT MUCH 
BRIBE MONEY. 





BRINNGABRINNG 


HELLO? 
CLARION, 
THIS IS 


oo < GOOD EVENING, 
YOU MR. ROSEN. I NEED 
YOU TO LISTEN VERY 
WANT TO GET 

THAT? CAREFULLY. 


NAY. YOU | > = 
TAKE IT. Le = a WHOSE BUSINESS 
: “fs YOU'RE STICKING YOUR 
: NOSE INTO ARE QUITE 
DANGEROUS. THEY DON’T 
LIKE ANYONE THAT TRIES 
TO EXPOSE ANY OF THEIR 
DARK LITTLE SECRETS. 
WHICH MEANS THEY'RE 
VERY CAPABLE OF 
HARMING YOUR 
¢ LOVED ONES. 





BY THE WAY, 

YOU NEED TO 
KEEP YOUR GIRL- 

FRIEND SAFE. 


A FRIEND. I'VE 
EEN UP AGAINST 
THESE PEOPLE BEFORE. 
THEY’LL STOP AT NOTHING 
TO PROTECT WHAT'S 
THEIRS. 


Pi od 
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(a —e AND ONE 

Si : 3 eK LAST THING. THE 
(WGN MAN YOU'RE LOOKING 
K ARCA FOR? THE ONE FROM 

THE HOSPITALS? HIS 


NAME IS DOWNING. JIM 
DOWNING. HE’S LIVING 
WITH HIS FORMER 
NURSE. I HOPE 

THIS HELPS. 


CHIE 





Connecticut 


I NEED 
YOU TO GET 
READY FOR 

BED. 


THEN 
YOU'LL HAVE 
TO GET UP EARLY 
AND DO IT IN THE 
MORNING. 


NOW GO 
GET UPSTAIRS AND 
GET READY. AND MAKE 
SURE YOU BRUSH 
YOUR TEETH. 
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HURRY! 





oe] 
...AAND THEN THE I DON’T 
GIANT TROLL ATE THE KNOW WHY 
TWO-HEADED BAT YOU LIKE THESE 
BEFORE IT COULD FLY OUT BOOKS SO MUCH. 
OF THE CAVE. THEY’RE PRETTY 
SN I 
=" 


GROSS DON’TCHA 


=a 


Wiwayl THINK? 
SL we ———] 
— = 


ia 


I THINK 


WELL, THAT'S 
ENOUGH ‘COOL’ 
STUFF FOR NOW. 

GIVE YOUR 
MOM A KISS, IT’S 

TIME TO GOTO 


PARTNER. 
WHAT'RE 
YOU DOING 


LATE? 


ST 
’ ANOTHER TOOTH! 
THAT MEANS I 
GET MORE 
> ! 
BONE! 





EXCUSE. I'M 
GETTING USED 


TO BEING 


SORRY ( : PUT YOUR 
I’M LATE. ) SON TO BED. 


THE TRAFFIC "i i HE HAS SCHOOL 


WAS PRETTY r\, i, ’ d IN THE 
‘oe ON i\\ me MORNING. 
HE... ! : x 


SHE’S JUST 
| TIRED, THAT'S 
ALL 


FORA 
LITTLE 
WHILE. 


NOW GO TO 
SLEEP. OR I’LL SEND 
THE TROLLS TO 
COME EAT YOU. 





NOT HERE. 
NOTIN THE 
HOUSE. LET'S 
TAKE THIS 
OUTSIDE. 


I DIDN'T FINISH 


THE CONVERSATION 


WE STARTED THE 
OTHER 
NIGHT. * 


) 
*See issue 191 - Todd 


NOW 
I NEED YOU 
TO GET BACK 
IN BED. 
TOMORROW 
MAYBE WE 
CAN... 
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